
The University of Stellenbosch 
will be hosting the bi-annual 
conference of the South African 
Association of Political Studies 
(SAAPS) in Stellenbosch from  
1-4 September 2010. 

The theme for the conference is 
“Democracy in the First  De-
cade of the 21st Century” . 

It has been 10 years since the 
turn of the previous century and 
at this conference we want to 

take stock of the well-being of 
democracy in the 21st century.  
In this period democracies all 
over the world have been influ-
enced by neo-liberal economic 
policy changes and an escalation 
of the war on terror after the 
incidents of 9/11 in the United 
States of America. Some demo-
cracies have lost ground, others 
have consolidated and others 
have reconfigured into regional 
supranational bodies.   

There has been a clarion call for 
the 21st century to be 'Africa's 
century'. Ten years later it is 
now appropriate to reflect on 
achievements and failures, as 
well as on the continent’s quest 
to secure greater political and 
economic stability and security. 

In his first major visit to sub-
Saharan Africa, while addres-
sing the Ghanaian Parliament, 
President Barack Obama was 
quoted as saying that “ the 21st 
century will be shaped by what 
happens not just in Rome or 
Moscow or Washington, but by 
what happens in Accra, as well” . 

At the end of the first decade of 
the 21st century it is therefore 
timeous to assess which major 
debates, issues and challenges 
will dominate the disciplines of 
Political Science, International 
Relations, Public Policy, Gender 
Politics, and African Politics 
during the next pivotal decade of 
the 21st century. Papers with a 
focus on Africa are strongly 
encouraged. 

Abstracts are awaited in: 

Comparative politics: 

Democracy and redistribution; 
conflict and peace processes; 
institutional innovation, electoral 
systems, elections, party sys-
tems, the liberal democratic 
peace; area studies; state buil-
ding. 

Political Behavior / Survey 
research 

Survey research in Africa, pu-
blic opinion polls, political cul-
ture, legitimacy, rule of law, 
perceptions of corruption and 
patronage, elite attitudes, per-
ceptions of gender equality, 
human rights and economic 
policy. 

International Relations /    
Foreign Policy 

Migration, refugees, diaspora 
and democratisation in Africa; 
state failure, political instability 
and democracy in Africa; de-
mocratic domestic political 
structures and foreign policy in 
Africa; the transnational  dimen-
sion of democracy in Africa; the 
political economy of democrati-
sation in Africa; development 
and democracy in Africa; Sino-
African relations and democracy 
in Africa; poverty, inequality 
and democracy in Africa; iden-
tity, conflict and democracy in 
Africa; intercontinental organi-
sations and democracy in Af-
rica; religion and democracy in 
Arica; constructing an African 
idea of democracy: transnational 
dimensions;  the democratisa-
tion of global institutions. 

Policy Studies 

Public policy-making, public 
policy implementation, public 
policy evaluation, policy 
change, public policy theory, 
public interpretations of demo-
cracy and the perspectives on 
the role of public policy pro-
cesses, the nature of policy im-
plementation and perceptions of 
democracy, the role of learning 
in public policy processes and 
the contribution of the 
“ interpretive turn”  to under-
standing public policy processes 
and other related themes,           
e-governance and the impact of 
ICT/social networking sites on 
governance and the democratic 
process. 
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By the time you read this, the mad 
rush of marking and preparing 
courses for next year would hope-
fully be behind us. So it is then 
fitting to pause and reflect on the 
highlights of the past academic 
year.  

As usual this edition of the news-
letter contains news about depart-
mental activities. Also worth men-
tioning is the change of leadership 
at Politikon. I want to thank 
Meenal Shrivastava for her dedi-
cation the last three years and her 
efforts in putting the journal on 
the global map. We look forward 
to the next term with Pieter     
Fourie, Kristina Bentley and   
Thomas Wilkins at the helm. 
Sterkte! and hope that you will 
take the journal to even greater 
heights.  

I am also particularly pleased that 
the gamble to host five regional 
colloquia instead of just one this 
year has paid off. Reports from 
the regions indicate active partici-
pation and generally good papers 
presented all round. We are very 
proud of those young, emerging 
scholars. (See the detailed report 
later in this issue for the names of 
the prize winners.) Without the 
time, efforts and commitment of 
the local organizers (in particular 
AISA) these events would not 

FIRST CALL FOR 

 PAPERS 

have been possible. Our thanks 
also go to the NRF (Knowledge 
Fields Development) who spon-
sored the prizes. 

Next year we look forward to 
the SAAPS conference hosted 
by the University of Stellen-
bosch  and organised by 
Amanda Gouws and her ener-
getic team. The detailed first call 
for papers is included in this 
issue. Indications are that there 
will be a good complement of 
international participants. 

We also hope to host a meeting 
of all HODs and departmental 
chairs early next year. It is high 
time that we revisit the state of 
the discipline in South Africa 
and discuss all the related chal-
lenges facing the small commu-
nity of scholars, such as pressure 
to be rated, student access and 
preparedness, sensitivity to our 
immediate context in terms of 
teaching and course material, as 
well as the highs and lows of the 
supervision burden.  

With this, I wish you a peaceful 
festive season. May all your 
publications under review get 
the green light!! 
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We would like to thank Meenal 
Shrivastava and Jo-Ansie van 
Wyk (respectively the editor and 
the book editor of Politikon) for 
their competent stewardship of 
the SAAPS journal over the past 
three years.  Meenal and Jo-
Ansie compiled editions of con-
sistent high quality, and have 
maintained Politikon’s interna-
tional accreditation and standing. 

tional wisdom that common 
property is poorly managed and 
should be either regulated by 
central authorities or privatized. 
Based on numerous studies of 
user-managed fish stocks, pas-
tures, woods, lakes, and ground-
water basins, Ostrom concludes 
that the outcomes are, more often 
than not, better than predicted by 
standard theories. She observes 
that resource users frequently 
develop sophisticated mecha-
nisms for decision-making and 
rule enforcement to handle con-
flicts of interest, and she charac-
terizes the rules that promote 
successful outcomes” . 
 
The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in 
Economic Sciences in Memory 
of Alfred Nobel was created in 
1968 by the Swedish central 
bank. 
 
Professor Ostrom shares the prize 
with fellow American Oliver 
Williamson in recognition of 
their work on economic gover-
nance. The pair will split the 
prize of 10 million Swedish kro-
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nors (£910,000; $1.44 million). 
The Lectures in Economic Sci-
ences will be held on Tuesday, 
December 8, 2009, at Stockholm 
University’s Aula Magna. 
 
Ms Ostrom also received the 
1999 Johan Skytte Prize in Politi-
cal Science “ for her profound, 
empirical as well as theoretical, 
analysis of the nature of collec-
tive action and rational choice” . 
 
Recommended reading 
 
Governing the Commons. The 
Evolution of Institutions for   
Collective Action. Cambridge 
University Press 1990. 
 
Understanding Insti tutional  
Diversity. 
Princeton University Press 2005. 
 
Rules, Games, and Common-Pool 
Resources. With E. R. Gardner 
and J. Walker. 
University of Michigan Press 
1994.�
	

Gender  Politics 

Gender equality, women’s        
representation, gender based 
violence, National Gender Ma-
chineries, citizenship, gender, 
security and peace, women and 
militarisation, women and hu-
man rights, feminist ethics of 
care, issues of multi-culturalism. 

Afr ican Politics 

The liberal democratic peace in 
Africa; electoral contestation in 
African democracies; the AU 
and the defense of democracy in 
the 21st century;  the role of 
democracy in Africa’s post-
conflict reconstruction efforts; 
democratic consolidation in 
Africa; political parties in     
Africa;  appraisals of the utility 
of Africa’s Election Observer 
Missions; expanding indicators 
of quality assessment in African 
elections; citizenship in Africa’s 
democratisation processes; the 
political opposition in Africa; 
the dominant party system in 
Southern Africa; assessing the 
causes of failed states in Africa; 
the politics of lucrative interna-
tional incentives for democrati-
sation in Africa. 

The deadline for  abstracts 
is 30 March 2010. 

Abstracts of approximately 100 
words, plus contact details and 
institutional affiliation can be 
sent to:  saaps2010@gmail.com. 

For further information, please 
contact Prof Amanda Gouws 
at:   ag1@sun.ac.za. 
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The International Political 
Science Association would like 
to congratulate Professor  Eli-
nor  Ostrom, a political scien-
tist who has become the first 
woman to win the Sver iges 
Riksbank Pr ize in Economic 
Sciences in Memory of Alfred 
Nobel. 
 
The Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences praised Professor   
Ostrom, who teaches political 
science at Indiana University, 
for challenging “ the conven-

 In 2010 Politikon will get a new 
editorial team: Pieter Fourie 
(editor, Macquarie University), 
Kristina Bentley (assistant edi-
tor, UCT) and Thomas Wilkins 
(book editor, University of Syd-
ney) have been appointed for the 
next three years (2010-2012). 
Information regarding special 

editions will be communicated in 
due course, and in the meantime 
please feel free to submit articles 
and book reviews for considera-
tion.  
 
Pieter’ s emai l  address is 
pi et er . f our i e@mq.edu.au,     
Kristina’s address is  

kristina.bentley@uct.ac.za,     and 
Thomas can be contacted at 

t.wilkins@econ.usyd.edu.au.  
 
Politikon is ranked in the Social 
Sciences Citation Index, and is 
published by Taylor & Francis. 
 

Is There a European Model of Governance?                  
A  C o m p a r a t i v e  P e r s p e c t i v e 
March 18-20, 2010 - Jean Monnet Building, European 
Commission Luxembourg 
http://www.luxembourg2010.org/ 
	

2010 IPSA Conference 

* N E W *  P e r m a n e n t  O n l i n e  P a p e r  R o o m 
Download complete papers presented at the 2009 World Congress of Political Science from IPSA’s new, 
permanent Online Paper Room: http://paperroom.ipsa.org/ 

In the coming months, we will be adding papers from previous events such as the Montreal 2008 Interna-
tional Conference (papers currently available under Events/Montreal 2008) and the Fukuoka 2006 World 
Congress.  

New Issue of the IPSA bulletin Participation, Vol.33, No.2, available at http://www.ipsa.org/site/content/
category/7/26/80/lang,en/ 	



Globe trekkers… 

hola amigos!  

 

Prof. Sadie, Ms Suzy and Ms 
Vicky Graham and Mr Costa 
Georghiou delivered papers at the 
International Political Science 
Association World Congress held 
in Santiago, Chile in July this 
year.  Chilean music, pisco sours, 
and a trip to the snowy Andes – 
not bad for a politics conference! 
After traversing Santiago on foot, 
by metro and by car, the globe 
trekkers took to the Peruvian 
rainforests for an exciting canoe 
ride up the Madre de Dios River. 
Two days of hiking through lush 
wilderness followed (with taran-
tulas to keep them company), and 
then, oxygen-deprived and figh-
ting altitude sickness, the four 
explorers rambled through an-
cient  Mayan ruins in Cusco be-
fore ending on a high, literally - 
Macchu Pichu itself!   

OTHER STAFF NEWS 

Prof. Venter presented a paper at 
Ryerson University in Toronto 
comparing the “ release”  of 
Zuma and the “recall”  of Mbeki 
at the International Journal of 
Social Science Conference du-
ring May (the paper has also 
been published in their confe-
rence proceedings).  Prof. Venter 
also published a paper on the 
1963-1989 border war in the 
Journal for Contemporary His-
tory, (February 09 edition). Two 
of his Master's students, Danielle 
Nel and Maggie Langlands, have 
published  papers based on their 

Master's theses in accredited 
journals and Gerhard Wolmarans 
was capped and gowned with his 
Doctorate on Michael Oakeshott, 
written under his supervision, on 
the 5th of October.  Prof. Venter 
prepared a paper on the perils of 
presidentialism for South Africa, 
which will be published some-
time in 2010 and he has contri-
buted 1000 definitions 
of political terms for the Ceptsa 
Dictionary project.  In addition, 
Prof. Venter attended and acted 
as panel chair on the centenary 
celebrations of the SA Akademie 
vir Wetenskap en Kuns in 
Bloemfontein in June and is also 
involved with Solidarity's civil 
society initiative on an ongoing 
basis. 

Prof. Geldenhuys had his latest 
book published in April this year.  
The book entitled, Contested 
States in World Politics includes 
case studies on the Eurasian 
Quartet, Kosovo, Somaliland, 
Palestine, Northern Cyprus, 
Western Sahara and Taiwan.  
Prof. Geldenhuys has also tra-
velled widely this year to deliver 
papers and for research purposes.  
In June, he gave two lectures in 
Luxembourg on “The Crisis in 
Darfur, Sudan”.  In April, Prof. 
Geldenhuys engaged in research 
at his alma mater Cambridge 
University and in November, he 
undertook research visits to 
Santiago, Chile and Buenos Ai-
res, Argentina.  In early Novem-
ber, he delivered a paper on inte-
gration schemes in Africa at a 
conference in Medellin, Colom-
bia; and presented a lecture at 
The University of Antioquia, 

Medellin, Colombia. 

Prof. Sadie and her UP col-
league, Prof. Schoeman, are 
continuing work on their project 
analysing the political  attitudes 
and  behaviour of University 
students in the SADC region.  
They have recently completed 
their research at the  University 
of Malawi bringing the total 
number of Universities surveyed 
in the region to six so far, inclu-
ding the DRC  and Lesotho.  
One of Prof Sadie’s PhD stu-
dents and former tutor at the 
Politics department, Denver Van 
Schalkwyk, received his docto-
rate qualification when he 
graduated in October. 

Prof. Hamilton has recently been 
made Edi tor-i n-Chi ef  of     
Theoria: A Journal of Social 
and Political Theory.  This year, 
Prof. Hamilton has published: 
“Debt, Democracy and Repre-
sentation in South Africa” , co-
authored with Nicola Viegi, 
Representation 45. 2 (July 
2009);  “ (I’ve Never Met) a Nice 
South African: virtuous citizen-
ship and popular sovereignty” , 
Theoria 119 (June 2009); 
“Human Needs and Political 
Judgment” , in New Waves in 
Political Philosophy ed. C. Zurn 
and B. de Bruin (London: Pal-
grave 2009) and “Needs and 
Agency” , in Handbook of Eco-
nomics and Ethics, ed. Jan Peil 
and Irene van Staveren (Edward 
Elgar Publishing 2009). 

 Dr Croucamp attended the No-
vember 2009 Conference on 
Social Integration in Colombia 
from 4-5 November, where he 
read a paper on the weak South 
African state and the social ori-
gins of conflict and violence in 
the taxi industry. In September 
2009, he addressed local govern-
ment constituency in Roode-
poort on the rights and obliga-
tions of citizens in a local state 
and in October 2009, he spoke 
to Gibbs (UP Business School) 
on the social origins of violence 
against local authorities in South 
Africa.  Dr Croucamp also   
addressed the Governance and 
Political Transformation Pro-
gramme of the University of the 
Free State on Software Techno-
logy and Education, with Refe-
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rence to Politics.   He also pu-
blished two articles, one entitled 
“Kompeterende meta-narratiewe 
met betrekking tot die rol en 
funksie van die SABC as open-
bare uitsaaier”  in     Tydskrif vir 
Geesteswetenskappe and the 
other “Teaching Technology – 
Quantitative (Data) Analysis and 
Solutions”  in Administratio Pu-
blica.  

Mr Georghiou finally completed 
and submitted his doctoral thesis 
to UNISA. It is presently being 
evaluated by examiners over-
seas.  He also presented a lecture 
on Methodology to the Depart-
ment of International Relations 
and Cooperation Masters in 
Diplomacy students earlier this 
year.  

Ms Vicky Graham, apart from 
continuing her PhD studies, 
presented two courses on Com-
parative Politics to the Depart-
ment of International Relations 
and Cooperation Masters in 
Diplomacy students this year. 
Ms V Graham participated in a 
two day course on International 
Negotiation presented by Paul 
Meerts on behalf of the Nether-
lands Institute of International 
Relations “Clingendael”  from  
24 - 25 February 2009.  The 
course involved the following 
components:  Introduction to 
International Negotiation; Nego-
tiation Behaviour; and Bilateral 
Bargaining.   She also  attended 
a two day conference on Fifteen 
Years of Freedom and Demo-
cracy in South Africa, convened 
by the South African Institute of 
Race Relations on 27 and 28 
May. 

Ms S Graham presented a lecture 
on the logics and drivers of glo-
balisation to the Department of 
International Relations and Co-
operation Masters in Diplomacy 
students on 18  August and   
attended a two day conference 
on Fifteen Years of Freedom and 
Democracy in South Africa, 
convened by the South African 
Institute of Race Relations in 
May.  Ms  Graham supervised 5 
honours dissertations this year 
and is continuing with her own 
PhD research. 

UJ Politics lecturers enjoying the high life: Costa Georghiou, Suzy and 
Vicky Graham, Yolanda Sadie and husband, Chris. 



cal Science students at the University of 
the Free State. Paper presented at the 
South African Political Science Regional 
(Free State) Colloquium, 18 September 
2009. 

Angelique Harsant, Uganda’s Amnesty 
Act: Traditional justice or tool of obstruc-
tion. Paper presented at the South African 
Political Science Regional (Free State) 
Colloquium, 18 September 2009. 

Theo Neethling, UN peacekeeping opera-
tions in Africa: Reflections on develop-
ments, trends and the way forward. Paper 
presented at a conference, on “Strategic 
Theory and Contemporary African Con-
flicts” , organised by the Institute of Stra-
tegy of the Royal Danish Defence College 
and the Faculty of Military Science, Stel-
lenbosch University, 11-12 June 2009. 

Theo Neethling, Drawing lines in the 
sand… Piracy on the eastern coast of  
Africa. Paper presented at the South Afri-
can Political Science Regional (Free State) 
Colloquium, 18 September 2009. 

Theo Neethling, Piracy on the eastern 
coast of Africa – a Political Science per-
spective. Paper presented at the Maritime 
Security Africa 2009 Conference, Cape 
Town, 13-15 October 2009. 

Book reviews 

Theo Neethling:  AG Nhema (ed). 2009. 
The resolution of African conflicts: The 
management of conflict resolution and post 
conflict reconstruction, Commonwealth 
and Comparative Politics, 47(3). 

� � � � 
� 
 � � � � �� ��� ��	
 � � � � 
 � � 	� � � �� � � � �� ��� ��	
 � � � � 
 � � 	� � � �� � � � �� ��� ��	
 � � � � 
 � � 	� � � �� � � � �� ��� ��	
 � � � � 
 � � 	� � � � 				

One of the highlights on the calendar of the 
past semester in the Department of Political 
Science was the hosting of the annual CR 
Swart memorial lecture, the oldest and proba-
bly most prestigious lecture on campus. On 27 
August 2009, Mr Tito Mboweni, Reserve 
Bank Governor, was the keynote speaker.  
The theme of his lecture was: Seeking greater 
political and economic regional integration in 
Southern Africa in challenging and turbulent 
times. 

The Department extended a hand of collegia-
lity to the North-West University by inviting 
Prof. André Duvenhage for a public lecture on 
9 September 2009.  Prof. Duvenhage pre-
sented a strategic scenario orientated analysis 
of the South African political environment in 
the next five years (2009-2014), which was 
well-attended by especially senior students. 

Lecturing staff and students at the UFS 

Qwaqwa campus also had the opportunity of 
hosting Prof. John C. Berg from the Govern-
ment Department of Suffolk University, Bos-
ton, USA, as a guest speaker. 

The Department is sad to say goodbye to Nico 
Combrink, who retires towards the end of 
2009.  Nico, we will miss your solid contribu-
tions, collegiality and level-headedness dearly! 

As far as research outputs are concerned, the 
following outputs were recently recorded: 

Accredited journals 

Constanze Bauer, 2009, Public participation 
and the lack of service delivery before and 
after the 2006 local government elections in 
the Free State, Politeia, vol 28, no 1, pp.28-45. 

Theo Neethling, 2009, UN-AU burden-sharing 
and hybridisation in contemporary peacekee-
ping context with specific reference to UNA-
MID, Strategic Review for Southern Africa, 
vol XXXI, no 1, pp.41-64. 

Albert Schoeman, 2009, The dilemma of the 
failed state thesis in post-9/11 world affairs, 
Koers, vol 74, no 1, pp.1 – 20. 
 

Conference papers 

Constanze Bauer, The level of political literacy 
among 1st year Political Science students at 
the University of the Free State. Paper pre-
sented at the Brazilian International Relations 
Association – International Studies Associa-
tion joint international meeting, 22 July 2009. 

Constanze Bauer and Albert Schoeman, The 
level of political literacy among 1st year Politi-

PROGRAMME IN GOVER-
NANCE AND POLITICAL 

TRANSFORMATION 
 

On 29 and 30 July the Programme in Gover-
nance and Political Transformation hosted a 
research seminar on the main campus of the 
University of the Free State (UFS). The aim 

of the seminar was to assist students busy with 
research on their extended research disserta-
tion and focused mainly on research methodo-
logy. Presenters focused on research methods. 

Prominent guest speakers gave informative 
presentations on the first day of the seminar. 
They were: 

Prof. Lucius Botes, Dean of the Faculty of the 
Humanities at the UFS, with the topic: Go-
vernance and Development: The need for a 
scholarship of engagement. 

Dr  Piet Croucamp, Senior Lecturer at the 
Department of Politics, University of Johan-
nesburg, with the topic: The Methodology of 
Quantification: Measuring Social Constructs. 

Dr  Tania Coetzee (Programme Director) also 
made a presentation on Reflection as Research 
Method in Community Service Learning. 

SAAPS COLLOQUIUM 

The South African Association of Political 

Studies (SAAPS) held a regional collo-
quium on 18  September 2009 on the Main 
Campus of the University of the Free State. 
The colloquium was hosted by the Depart-
ment of Political Science, Centre for Africa 
Studies and the Programme in Go-
vernance and Political Transformation. 

The theme of the colloquium was: PO-
LITICAL DISCOURSES IN THE SO-
CIAL SCIENCES: CHALLENGES AND 
ISSUES 

The Rector and Vice Chancellor of the 
University, Prof. Jonathan Jansen, opened 
the proceedings. He was followed by an 
array of speakers, including the Pro-
gramme Director, students and graduates 
from the Programme in Governance and 
Political Transformation. Dr Coetzee’s 
topic was:  Good governance in co-
operative governance and inter-
governmental relations – an assessment. 

Pictured, from the left, are: Dr Croucamp, 
Dr Tania Coetzee (Programme Director) 
and Prof. Botes (Dean)                                                                                          

From the left are:  Prof. Neethling, Mr Mbo-
weni, Prof. Botes, and Prof. Moraka (vice -
rector) 

Department of Political Science 				



Dr Tania Coetzee, Programme Director of the 
Programme in Governance and Political 
Transformation, appeared as a guest lecturer 
at the contact session of the Short Learning 
Programme in Service Learning and Capacity 
Building on 18 of September 2009 with the 
topic: Service Learning and research: Focus 
on reflection and student outcomes. 
She also appeared as a guest lecturer at a 
contact session of Higher Education in Ser-
vice Learning on 7 October, with the topic: 
Research, reflection and social justice. 
 
Graduation Ceremony 
 
At the graduation ceremony on 17 September 
2009, 26 Postgraduate Diplomas, 2 Masters 
Degrees and 1 Ph.D were awarded to stu-
dents in the Programme on Governance and 
Political Transformation. 

The Programme is very proud to present its 
second Ph.D graduate, Rev. M.J. Koenane 

with his thesis: Traditional Leadership and 
its relation to the democratically elected 
local government in KwaZulu-Natal.  The 
promovenda investigated the relationship 
between the modern political system of go-
vernance and the traditional leadership as 
forms of a dual system of governance in 
South Africa.  The thesis raised catalyst  
issues for robust debates to move beyond 
standard political arguments particularly 
when it comes to the meaningful role that 
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massive asymmetry. The seminar, entitled 
“New Zealand and Africa: Asymmetry writ 
large” , usefully stressed the importance of 
diplomacy as an instrument for small states 
in their relations with powerful states.  

Most recently, on 4 October, Prof. Anwar 
Osman, Director of CAS, delivered his 
inaugural lecture on “ Indigenous Know-
ledge in Africa: Challenges and Opportuni-
ties” . According to him, indigenous know-
ledge has already claimed its credibility as 
a source of knowledge; yet there is a need 
for it to develop its research methods and 
techniques further. In November, Prof. 
Heidi Hudson and Eben Coetzee led a col-
loquium on Internationalisation of the Cur-
ricula at the UFS, with a paper, entitled 
“ Internationalisation of curricula at the 
University of the Free State: rhetoric or 
reality”  in which they argued for the neces-
sity of considering curricula internationali-
sation as the intersection between the forces 
of globalisation, internationalisation and 
localisation/Africanisation. 

Heidi Hudson was invited to present a pa-

per on peace building through a gender lens at 
a conference on Peacekeeping Africa 2009, 
hosted by DefenceWeb, on 24-25 June. She 
also participated in an Institute for Security 
Studies Women’s Day Seminar ‘Sights 
through the hourglass: a critical review of the 
progress of women in Africa’  in August. This 
was followed by a paper presented as the 
SAAPS Regional Colloquium, hosted by the 
UFS on September 18, on “Xenophobia, iden-
tity and South African Foreign Policy” . In 
October, Heidi participated in the Institute for 
Security Studies Workshop on Civil Society 
Engagement in SSR Processes in Africa, and 
delivered a paper on “The role of women’s 
organisations in promoting a gender perspec-
tive in Security Sector Reform” .  In  
December she was invited to speak on 
“African women in Politics and Leadership”  
at a conference in Sandton. 

Following the first Africa Day Memorial Lec-
ture, in May 2009, CAS hosted a panel discus-
sion on “African Connections”  in September 
with the aim of deliberating on how an Afri-
can focus relates to our core business of teach-
ing, research and community engagement. 
The main purpose of the discussion was there-
fore to firstly take stock of the current connec-
tions, secondly to explore our vision for the 
University of the Free State in the context of 
Africa, and thirdly to talk about what struc-
tural changes may be needed to achieve this 
vision. Amidst all these deliberations, the role 
of a Centre for Africa Studies in an African 
university was problematised and clarified.  

The Centre also launched its seminar series 
with two presentations this year. The first was 
by Dr Mogomme Masoga of the Development 
Bank of South Africa. He reflected on the 
current status of indigenous knowledge re-
search. The second seminar was presented by 
the New Zealand High Commissioner to 
South Africa, Mr Geoff Randal, a seasoned 
diplomat and scholar of International Rela-
tions. He probed relations between New Zea-
land and Africa, exploring what looks like a 

traditional leaders must play in South Africa.  
This study has shown that the role traditional 
leaders play in the democratic dispensation 
must form part of local governance in rural 
areas and that their role in governance must 
be clarified.  In this way the system of tradi-
tional leadership adds value to the democratic 
form of governance. The contribution of the 
study lies in the recognition and involvement 
of the institution of traditional leadership in a 
constitutional state. 
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Postgraduate Diplomas awarded: 
 
Ms L.L. Bungane  Mr M.T. Pheeha  Ms N.E. Mdzeke 
Mr M.A. Hanyane  Mr M.O. Phehlane  Mr E.J. Mhlanga 
Ms E.H. Khuzwayo  Ms S.Q. Sadiki  Mr M. Misakabo 
Mr A.C. Lombard  Mr N.J. Sinyosi  Ms E.J.N. Mkhize 
Mr N.L. Masoka  Mr M.L. Mkhize  Mr S.J. Molefe 
Mr T.S. Mathibela  Mr J.P. Parkies  Mr T.L. Moseme 
Mr C.T. Matlhako  Mr M.J. Motloutsi  Mr S.A. Moshodi 
Ms M.R. Mothapo  Ms V. Madikizela  Ms M.D. Mokebe 
   Ms G.B.N. Mtembu 
 

Masters Degrees awarded: 
Mr Z.D. Mabuza   Ms N. Zikalala 
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Students from Fort Hare and Rhodes Universities met to partake in a Round 
Table Discussion.	

from both universities. 

Depar tment of Political and 
International Studies Sixth 
Annual Teach-in 
 
Each year the Department of Po-
litical and International Studies 
hosts a ‘ teach-in’ . The aim of the 
teach-in is to introduce a topic of 
contemporary interest to a wider 
audience incorporating both aca-
demic and public participation. 
This year, we partnered with the 
Department of Economics and the 
Centre for Economics Journalism 
in Africa at Rhodes University, 
and invited members of the pu-
blic, University staff and students 
to participate in a conversation 
about “Global Capitalism in Cri-
sis? Economic Policy Lessons for 
South Africa” . Speakers included 
Monhla Hlahla, the CEO of the 
Airports Company of South   
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SAAPS Colloquium 
 
A group of 15 third year and 
postgraduate students from the 
Department of Political and 
International Studies attended 
the South African Association of 
Political Studies (SAAPS) re-
gional colloquium in Port Eliza-
beth on 1-2 September. All of 
the students attending presented 
papers based on their work this 
semester. The students had the 
opportunity of meeting with staff 
and students from Nelson Man-
dela Metropolitan University 
(NMMU) and the University of 
Fort Hare. 
The students involved were: 
Andrew Stinson, Stephanie Bon-
nes, Tim Walker, Georgina 
Alexander, Katherine Furman, 
Raul Dimitriu, Beth Vale, Car-
men West, Danielle Bowler, 
Motlatsi Khosi, Denel Honey-
ball, Byron McFadden, Tinyiko 
Mushwana, Romi Reinecke and 
Eugeni o Nj ol oma. Sal l y       

Matthews, a lecturer from the 
Department, accompanied the 
students. 

Round Table Discussion 

On 17 September politics stu-
dents from Fort Hare and Rho-
des Universities met to partake 
in a Round Table Discussion. 
This was the first meeting of its 
kind between the students from 
the respected universities. Un-
dergraduate politics students 
from Fort Hare University had 
expressed a desire to interact 
with politics students from Rho-
des. On the day, undergraduate- 
and Diploma students from Rho-
des' Department of Political and 
International Studies met 15 
undergraduate politics students 
from Fort Hare. The topic of the 
discussion was: “The prospects 
of a United States of Africa” . 
The meeting was a great success 
and there are plans to make such 
a discussion an annual event 
between the politics students 

 

Well done to our 
Emerging Scholars! 

So far  we have identified the 
following winners after  hos-
ting a full house of five sepa-
rate regional Colloquia:  

Western Cape: 

Best essay: Anneke Kamphuis 
(“No Room in the New South 
Africa: A Coxian reflection on 
the Western Cape Anti-Eviction 
Campaign” ) 

Free State: 

Best essay: Eben Coetzee 
(“Beyond mono-theoretical ap-

proaches: realism, liberalism and 
the explanatory crisis in the de-
mocratic peace theory” ) 

Runner up: Jackson Sinxezi 
(“Contemporary challenges to 
peacekeeping: the report of the 
United Nations Organisation Mis-
sion in the DRC (MONUC)”) 

Gauteng: 

Best essay: Maria Mochechela 
(“The socio-economic impact of 
national parks on the surrounding 
communities: Reflecting on the 
Pilanesberg National Park” ) 

Africa who spoke about infrastruc-
ture investment, Professor Johan 
Fedderke of UCT’s Economics 
Department who emphasised the 
role of political decision-making in 
creating the predictability and sta-
bility that is required for economic 
growth, Greg Farrell of the Re-
serve Bank who spoke about cen-
tral banks’  response to the eco-
nomic crisis, Deputy Minister  
Jeremy Cronin who argued that 
crisis is an inherent feature of capi-
talism and focused on the social 
costs of the crisis for ordinary peo-
ple, and Professor Francis Wilson 
who emphasised the role of educa-
tion in achieving growth and deve-
lopment.  
 
In 2010 the Department’s seventh 
annual teach-in will be a critical 
focus on mega-events as a means 
to development.  

Runner up: Fritz Nganje (“Youth 
and election rigging: stories from 
Cameroon”)           

Eastern Cape: 

Best postgraduate paper: David 
Shepherd (“Evaluating democracy 
in South Africa: The effects of 
orthodox appraisals” ) 

Best undergraduate paper: Motlatsi 
Khosi (“Decolonisation and Afri-
can identity” ) 

 



lectures, focusing on African 
versus Western forms of justice 
and reflecting on the Rwandan 
Gacaca System and the South 
African Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, South Africa’s elec-
toral system, and major themes in 
South African foreign policy.  
Joleen presented a major lecture 
on “The significance of Jacob 
Zuma’s Victory in the 2009 Ge-
neral Elections in South Africa:  
Amandla!  Services for the      
people”  at both Saint Cloud’s 
State University and the Univer-
sity of Saint John’s. 

Book publications 

The Department wishes to con-
gratulate Wendy Isaacs-Martin on 
converting her doctoral thesis into 
a book publication.  The details 
are: 

A Violent Origin: a Girardian 
Approach to the Scapegoating of 
Ali ibn Abu Talib in Shi©ite tradi-
tion. (2009) Lamberts Publishing. 
 

SAAPS Regional Collo-
quium Eastern Cape 

The NMMU Department of Politi-
cal and Governmental Studies, in 
collaboration with the Raymond 
Mhlaba Institute for Public Ad-
ministration and Leadership, 
hosted the first regional collo-
quium of SAAPS in the Eastern 
Cape.  The theme of the regional 
colloquium was “Democratic 
dilemmas:  Discourse from the 
South” . 

We are indeed pleased that most 
regional universities participated 
with papers from Rhodes Univer-
sity, University of Fort Hare, and 
the NMMU.  More impressive 
was the strong student participa-
tion at the regional colloquium, 
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International and National 
Conference Attendance 

The Department of Political and 
Gov er nmen t al  St ud i es 
(incorporating Political Science, 
Public Administration and Con-
flict management transformation 
and management) has had a very 
productive year with three staff 
members attending and presen-
ting papers at international con-
ferences.  The following papers 
were presented: 

Taylor, D., K. Raga and S. Pil-
lay.  An overview of the link 
between ward committees, deve-
lopment and community partici-
pation with reference to Nelson 
Mandela Bay municipal i ty.  
Presented at the Business Ma-
nagement Conference, Univer-
sity of KwaZulu Natal, Durban, 
November 2009. 

Raga, K., D. Taylor and W. 
Albrecht (UNCP).   The chal-
lenges of diversity management: 
a local government perspective 
with reference to South Africa.  
Joint paper presented at the 
Business Management Confe-
rence, UKZN, Durban, Novem-
ber 2009. 

Taylor, D. and K. Raga.  The 
new developmental mandate 
assigned to local authorities:  A 
case study of the Nelson Man-
dela Bay Municipality, Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa.  Pre-
sented at the Development Stu-
dies Association Conference 
held at the University of Ulster, 
Northern Ireland, September 
2009. 

Steyn-Kotze, J.  Westernising 
Africa or creating democracy?  
Liberal democratic discourse 
and Africa’s “ democratic stub-
bornness” .  Presented at the 

South African Association of 
Political Sciences Biennial col-
loquium at the Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan University, Sep-
tember 2009.  

Steyn-Kotze, J.  To consolidate 
or unconsolidate:  A non-
Western appraisal of theory of 
democratic consolidation.  Pre-
sented at the World Congress of 
Political Science Congress, 
Santiago, Chile, July 2009. 

Steyn-Kotze, J.  An overdue 
appraisal:  The need to rethink 
democracy theory. Presented as 
a plenary session at the 4th an-
nual International Conference of 
Interdisciplinary Social Sci-
ences, Athens, University of 
Athens, July 2009. 

Steyn-Kotze, J.  Citizenship, 
identity and the politics of be-
longing in Africa.  Presented at 
the South African Sociological 
Association at WITS University, 
June-July 2009. 

The department wishes to con-
gratulate Ms Joleen Steyn-Kotze 
on her paper Citizenship, iden-
tity and the politics of belonging 
in Africa, which was selected for 
possible publication in a special 
issue of SASA on African Stu-
dies.  She is one of five partici-
pants invited to submit their 
papers.   

International visits 

Ms Joleen Steyn-Kotze was 
invited to the University of Saint 
John’s and College of Saint 
Benedict’s, Minnesota, USA in 
October 2009.  She was a resi-
dent scholar as part of the 
Global Awareness Lecture Se-
ries in the Eugene McCarthy 
Centre for Public Policy and 
Civic Engagement.  During her 
residency she presented five 

ranging from third year level to 
doctoral candidates.  Students were 
able to engage each other as well 
as staff members on their papers.  
Thank you to Shakespeare Binza, 
Kwame Asmah-Andoh, Wendy 
Isaacs-Martin, and Sally Matthews 
for engaging students on your re-
search.  It was indeed a valuable 
experience for them.   

We had a number of entries for the 
best paper awards from both under-
graduate and postgraduate stu-
dents.  We therefore decided to 
make two awards:  one for the best 
undergraduate paper and one for 
the best post-graduate paper.  Con-
gratulations to Motlatsi Khosi 
(Rhodes University) on winning 
the best undergraduate award for 
her paper entitled “Decolonisation 
and African identity” .  The best 
postgraduate paper award is 
awarded to David Shepherd (Wits 
University) for his paper entitled 
“Evaluating democracy in South 
Africa:  The effects of orthodox 
appraisals” .  Congratulations on 
your outstanding achievements.   

We are particularly impressed by 
the enthusiastic participation and 
level of academic skill the students 
had demonstrated.  Thank you to 
Sally Matthews for her kind assis-
tance in coordinating the Rhodes 
students, and a special thank you to 
honours students Daniela Kirkby 
and Giovanni Poggi (both from the 
NMMU) for all their hard work 
and assistance with the logistical 
arrangements.   

We look forward to seeing every-
one at Stellenbosch in 2010.   

Doctoral degrees 

Congratulations to Dr Shakespeare 
Binza from Public Administration 
on being awarded his doctorate 
degree in April 2009.   


