
With the 2009 elections behind 
us and many academics finally 
being relieved from their duties 
as electoral commentators and 
political analysts, we can now 
reflect on the activities of the 
past six months. This issue 
promises to be a bumper issue 
bursting with news from various 
academic departments across 
South Africa. The broad range 
of activities, from in-house 
seminars to international visits 
and numerous publications, all 
testify to the energy and dyna-
mism of the discipline. It is 

encouraging to note the commit-
ment towards sharpening the 
skills of emerging researchers. 
In this regard we would like to 
remind all SAAPS members and 
other interested academics to 
submit abstracts to one (or more) 
of our five regional colloquia 
planned for September and Oc-
tober nationally.  

SAAPS recently renewed its 
membership of the International 
Political Science Association 
(IPSA) after a long absence. We 
are looking forward to a produc-
tive relationship with IPSA and 
hope that our international col-
leagues will enjoy reading about 
activities on the disciplinary 
front in SA. Other members of 

IPSA are welcome to submit 
short contributions to the next 
issue of our newsletter.  

(send contributions to: 

 hudsonh.hum@ufs.ac.za). 

Finally, I would like to draw 
your attention to the advertise-
ment to fill the posts of editor, 
co-editor and book review edi-
tor of our premier publication 
Politikon for the term 2010 to 
2012. 

Thank you to all the contribu-
tors and enjoy the read! 

Warm wishes 
 

Heidi Hudson 

SAAPS President 
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Western Cape regional collo-
quium:  
Date: 8-10 October 2009 
Theme: Dilemmas of Citizenship 
in Africa 
Venue: UWC 
Deadline for abstracts: 10 August 
Send abstracts to: Amanda 
Gouws (ag1@sun.ac.za) or Law-
rence Piper (lpiper@uwc.ac.za) 

Eastern Cape regional collo-
quium: 

Date: 1-2 September 2009 
Theme: Democratic Dilemmas: 
Discourse from the South 
Venue: NMMU 
Deadline for abstracts: 30 April 
Send abstracts to: 
Joleen Steyn-Kotze   
(joleen.steynkotze@nmmu.ac.za) 
 

Free State regional colloquium:  
Date: 18 September 2009 
Theme: Political Discourses in 
the Social Sciences: Challenges 
and Issues 
Venue: UFS 
Deadline for abstracts: 30 June 

POLITIKON 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Applications are invited for the 
following three positions at 
Politikon: South African Jour-
nal of Political Studies 
(Routledge) Editor, Assistant 
Editor and Book Review Editor 

Politikon is the official academic 
journal of the South African As-
sociation of Political Studies 
(SAAPS), the professional body 
for South African political scien-
tists.  The journal appears three 
times per year and has a broad 
focus on issues of Political Stu-
dies and IR relevant for all deve-
loping regions of the world. 

Applicants should submit a com-
prehensive CV indicating experi-
ence with editorial boards, edi-
ting academic journals and/or 
book reviews. 

Period of appointment will be 
from 1 January 2010 to 31 De-
cember 2012. 

Editors will receive an honora-
rium for their work.  Editors will 
have to become members of  
SAAPS if they are not already 
members. 

Requirements: 

Editor: 

PhD in Political Science or re-
lated social science field, a strong 
publication record, and experi-

ence of editing academic articles 
for journal publication, are basic 
requirements.  Knowledge of the 
academic publishing environment 
will be an asset.    The editor will 
have the following responsibilities 
regarding the publishing pro-
cesses: 

Ensure academic quality and cur-
rency of the journal; maintain and 
increase the international stature 
of the journal through inclusion in 
journal indices, databases and 
aggregators; plan and supervise 
the production of a theme-based 
special issue every year; solicit 
and whet scholarly submissions; 
determine two peer reviewers for 
each article; oversee the processes 
of revisions based on reviewer 
feedback; follow strict time lines 
for the production of three issues 
per year.  
 
Assistant Editor: 

At least an MA in Political Sci-
ence or related social science field 
with a publication record and 
experience of editing academic 
articles for journal publication.  
Knowledge of  electronic software 
programmes for the use in editing 

is a necessity. 

The assistant editor will share 
the workload with the editor 
and help with follow-ups 
throughout the processes of 
editing and publication. 

Book Review Editor 

MA in Political Science with 
experience of editing academic 
book reviews. Knowledge and 
interest in a broad range of 
Political Studies issue areas 
and new titles will be an asset.  

Responsibilities will include 
procuring new titles from aca-
demic publishers, identifying 
reviewers, distributing books 
to interested reviewers, ensu-
ring the timely delivery of 
reviews, and editing the book 
reviews.  

Deadline for applications: 13 
July 2009 

Send applications to Prof. 
Amanda Gouws (Vice-
President, SAAPS), Depart-
ment of Political Science, Uni-
versity of Stellenbosch at 
ag1@sun.ac.za  



Prof. Scarlett Cornelissen is 
currently on sabbatical and is 
based at the University of Stir-
ling as a Leverhulme fellow.  
She is conducting research on 
the economic, political and sport 
development legacies of sport 
mega-events.  

During elections Prof. Amanda 
Gouws was seen on TV as one 
of SABC’s election analysts.   

The Department’s popular Fri-
day seminar series continues and 
has so far this year included 
speakers such as Nick Koornhof 
(NEC),  Jan-Jan Joubert 
(Political editor, Die Burger) en 
Paul Patin from the American  
consulate in Cape Town.  

Postgraduate Students 

The department's postgraduate 
programmes (Honours and Mas-
ters) attracted 70 applications in 
2008 - a new record. 
The department's partnership 
MA with the International Peace 
Research Institute in Oslo, Nor-

way has drawn a record number of 
students (12). They joined us in 
February this year. To date, 25 
applications have been received 
for 2010. 

Dr Karen Smith delivered a paper 
entitled “South Africa and India as 
Regional Leaders: Gaining Accep-
tance and Legitimacy Through the 
Use of Soft Power” on India and 
South Africa as regional powers at 
the ‘Redefining South-South Co-
operation: Africa on the Centre 
Stage’ Conference held at the 
Centre for African Studies, Uni-
versity of Mumbai from 22-25 
February 2009.  Here she is seen 
with fellow conference partici-
pants from the Africa Institute in 
Pretoria, the University of Mauri-
tius and the University of Allaha-
bad.  

Publications 
 

Anthony Leysens published The 
Critical Theory of Robert W Cox: 
Fugitive or Guru? Palgrave Mac-
millan: Houndmills, Basingstoke 
(October 2008). 
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Our Department is in the process 
of appointing new members after 
a period of growth in student 
numbers, especially postgraduate 
students. International Politics is 
our strongest growth area. In 
2009, Monique Theron and Ah-
med Jazbhay have joined us as 
Junior Lecturers. Dr Thabisi 
Hoeane (Rhodes) will join us in 
the middle of the year. Prof. Rok 
Ajulu (Wits) is also in the De-
partment on a temporary basis. 
Prof. Gerhard Labuschagne 
(International Politics) will take 
retirement at the end of the year 
after more than 40 years’ service 
for Unisa. 

The general elections on 22 April 
were again a highlight for us. Our 
Department organised a public 
session on voter education at 
Unisa. We also provided a forum 
for leaders of political parties to 
speak to an academic audience. 
Bantu Holomisa (UDM) and 
Terror Lekota (COPE) addressed 
lively gatherings. A meeting with 
Jacob Zuma had to be cancelled 
at the last minute. A number of 
politicians visited the Depart-
ment. A panel of political parties 
organised by Unisa and the Insti-
tute for Security Studies on crime 
also attracted much attention. The 
ANC, COPE, DA and UDM 
debated the issues in the presence 
of enthusiastic students and staff 
members. 

Our Department will host the 12th 

annual Africa Day Conference 
on 5 June. This year’s theme is 
“The Power of the Ballot: Elec-
tions in Africa”. The Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission co-
hosts the event. It focuses on 
different aspects of elections in 
Africa: the record of electoral 
management, case studies of 
relatively peaceful elections: 
Botswana and Namibia, and 
problematic elections in Kenya. 
Some of the guest speakers are 
Prof. Gerhard Tötemeyer 
(Namibia and a former Presi-
dent of SAAPS), and Dr David 
Sebudubudu (University of 
Botswana).  

Members of the Department are 
involved in a number of confe-
rences: 

Jo-Ansie van Wyk went to En-
tebbe (Uganda) to attend the 
International Conference on 
“Climate Change and Natural 
Resources Conflict in Africa” 
hosted by the ISS. 

Clive Napier was invited to a 
workshop hosted by the Ameri-
can Political Science Associa-
tion and the Institute of African 
Studies in Accra (Ghana) on 
“Electoral democracy and po-
litical behaviour”. 

Dirk Kotzé will present a paper 
at the IPSA world congress in 
Santiago (Chile) on the quality 
of democracy and opposition 
parties in Africa. 

A book entitled Two Countries 
One Dream: The challenges of 
democratic consolidation in 
Kenya and South Africa, edited 
by Rok Ajulu, was published in 
February. He is currently busy 
with a second publication on the 
East Africa Community. 

Prof. Philip Nel 
(University of 
Otago) visited 
the department 
in April this 
year to present 
a model simula-
tion exercise on 
the Kyoto cli-
mate negotia-
tions for our 
MA students in 
Foreign Policy 
Analysis and 
Diplomacy. 

.........continue from page 1 

Send abstracts to:  
Constanze Bauer  
(bauerc.hum@ufs.ac.za) 
Gauteng regional colloquium 
(in association with AISA):  

Date: 28-29 September 2009 
Theme: The role of youth in the 
21st century:  Emergent Trends 

Venue: Burgerspark Hotel, Pre-
toria 
Deadline for abstracts: 15 July 
Send abstracts to: Sandile Zeka  
(szeka@ai.org.za or  

ashort@ai.org.za) 

KwaZulu-Natal regional collo-
quium:  
Date: 21-22 September 2009 
Theme: Political Science in Africa 
Today 
Venue: UKZN, Howard College 

Campus, Shepstone Lecture Com-
plex 
Deadline for abstracts: 30 June 
Send abstracts to: 
John Daniel  
(john.daniel@sit.edu). 
 



Keith personally, please email 
him at kgottschalk@uwc.ac.za. 

New Staff  
In addition to Professor Piper, the 
department would also like to 
welcome Dr Kristina Bentley to 

the department on a contract basis 
for 2009. Dr Bentley was a Chief 
Research Specialist with the De-
mocracy and Governance Pro-
gramme of the Human Sciences 
Research Council, South Africa 
until October 2006. She holds a 
PhD in political theory, speciali-
sing in theories of rights, from the 
Department of Politics at the Uni-
versity of Manchester in the 
United Kingdom. Her current 
research focuses on gender, hu-
man rights and multiculturalism; 
and race, identity and conflict. For 
more details see the departmental 
home page. 
 

Recent Publications and 
Conferences�
Laurence Piper. 2009. ‘Faith-
Based Organisations, Local Gov-
ernance and Citizenship in South 
Africa’, in Duncan Brown (ed). 
Religion and Spirituality in the 
Post-Colonial Condition. Pieter-
mari tzburg: Universi ty of 
KwaZulu-Natal Press. 

Dr Joelien Pretorius presented a 
paper “Eroding the middle 
ground: The implications of the 
shift in South Africa’s nuclear 
diplomacy” at the 58th Pugwash 
Conference, ‘Justice, Peace and 
Nuclear Disarmament’, The 
Hague, The Netherlands, 17-20 
April 2009. 
 

New Head of Depart-
ment 

Professor Laurence Piper has 
been elected the new Head of 
Department for the next three 
years. Recently recruited from 
UKZN, Professor Piper has a Phd 
from Cambridge and has pu-
blished extensively on Zulu na-
tionalism and electoral politics in 
South Africa. His current re-
search interests concern new 
democratic theory and innova-
tions, particularly new forms of 
participation in local governance 
and development in the global 
south. For more details see the 
departmental home page. 

Fulbright Scholar 
 

Keith Gottschalk, former Head of 
Department and the longest-
standing Political Scientist at 
UWC, has been awarded a co-
veted Fulbright Scholar-in-
Residence award. He will be 
located at Oakland University 
(Rochester, Michigan, USA) 
from the second half of 2009 
through to Easter 2010. Keith 
will be completing his PhD and 
teaching on African and South 
African politics. To congratulate 

Seminar Series 

The Department has started a 
new seminar series for staff and 
postgraduate students. We have 
had five seminars this semester 
including a department roundta-
ble on the 2009 election results, 
and papers by Professor Andrew 
Nash of UCT and Professor 
Norbert Kersting from Stellen-
bosch. For more details and 
copies of the paper see the de-
partmental homepage.  

New Postgraduate Stu-
dents 
The department would like to 
welcome new masters and PhD 
postgraduate students in 2009, 
including Aalia Ismail (PhD), 
Tyler-Wade May (MA) and 
Sinenhlanhla Makhwanazi 
(MA), all formerly of UKZN; 
Dominique Dye (MA) formerly 
of Rhodes; and Victor Daniels 
(PhD), Champion Masekhane 
(MA) and Tlohand Letsie who 
studied at UWC.  

Postgraduate Work-
shop 
The department recently hosted 
its first postgraduate proposal 
workshop on Saturday 9 May 
2009. Two PhD students, three 
master’s candidates and seven 
honours candidates presented 
their research proposals for dis-
cussion and debate. Afterwards 
a braai was held to reward stu-
dents for bravery under fire.  

U n d e r g r a d u a t e 
Awards 
Recently the departmental 
awards for the best undergradu-
ate students was made. The 
winners were:   

· First Year: JW Jaftha 

· Second Year: A Peter-
son and J Cloete 

· Third Year: BC Peterson 

Student Society 
2009 has seen the launch of a 
Politics Students Society led by 

Kabelo Ramongane. For more 
details see the departmental 
website. 

Departmental Website 
The website for the UWC Po-
litical Studies department has 
been revived and is now main-
tained by the department. Please 
visit to find out any information 
about our teaching, research, 
students and staff.  

h t t p : / / w w w . u w c . a c . z a /
i n d e x . p h p ?
m o d -
ule=cms&action=showfulltext&
id=gen11Srv7Nme54_4571_12
21727941&parent=gen11Srv7N
me54_3745_1210050427&men
ustate=menu_politics 
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Rhodes Department of Political 
and International Studies is 
pleased to announce the publi-
cation of a monograph by senior 
lecturer, Dr Leonhard Praeg 
(2008) Teaching the Difference: 
The Lecturer/Student Relation-
ship in the Changing World of 
Higher Education, Saarbrücken: 
VDM Verlag Dr.Müller.   
Also by Praeg, two important 
articles: L. Praeg (2008) ‘The 
Aporia of Colletive Violence’, 
in Law and Critique, Vol. 19, p. 
193-223 and L. Praeg (2008) 
“An Answer to the question: 
‘What is [ubuntu]?’ ” in South 
African Journal of Philosophy, 
December 2008.  
 
Professor Peter Vale, with His-
tory Department colleague, 
Gary Baines, published the 
edited volume, Beyond the Bor-
der War: New Perspectives on 
Southern Africa’s late Cold 
War Conflicts (2008) Pretoria: 
UNISA Press, 333pp.  

The School of Politics at UKZN 
welcomes new staff member, 
Prof. Adekunle Amuwo, to its 
fold. 
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Graduation - April 2009  

The Department of Political and Governmen-
tal Studies (encompassing Political Science, 
Public Administration, and Conflict Manage-
ment) wish to extend their congratulations to 
the following graduates: 

M.Phil Conflict and Conflict Management 

Savo Heleta - The Darfur conflict from the 
perspective of the rebel justice and equality 
movement. 

Pamela Kabahesi – An exploration of peace-
building challenges faced by the Acholi 
women in Gulu, Northern Uganda 

Pontso Matete -  A critique of the 1998 
Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) Peacekeeping mission in Lesotho:  
A conflict management perspective 

David Mensah – An exploration of refugee 
integration:  A case study of Krisan refugee 
camp, Ghana 

Samson Mokhine – The South African Police 
Service deploys its first peacekeepers to Dar-
fur, Sudan:  A descriptive study on the de-
ployment preparations and the role of the 
South African Police peacekeepers in African 
Union mission in Sudan (Amis) 

Glynn Potts – An exploratory study of an 
environmental conflict:  The case Thyspunt, 
Oyster Bay in the Eastern Cape 

Masters in Public Administration  

R.J. Kaizer – An analysis of the effectiveness 
of ward committees in enhancing public par-
ticipation with specific reference to Bitou 
Municipality, Plettenberg Bay:   2003 – 2007 

A. Munanura  – Impact assessement of the 
local government reforms in Rwanda:  The 
case study of Kigali City  

S.A. Simaisi – The impact of community 
participation on the conservation and ma-
nagement of forestry resources in Zomba 
District, Malawi 

B.L.  Smith – An investigation of the training 
experiences of the fourth year student nurses:  
A case study of the Port Elizabeth Nursing 
Campus 

D.Phil degree (2008) 

I. Tsatsire – A critical analysis of the chal-
lenges facing developmental local govern-
ment:  A case study of the Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan Municipality.  (Supervisor:  Dr 
Derek Taylor).  The department wishes to 
congratulate both the supervisor and the 
graduate.   

International Visits  

In March 2009, Joleen Steyn-Kotze visited 
Buskerud University College where she pre-
sented a lecture on the “Politics of Multicul-
turalism – Lessons learned from South       
Africa”.  The lecture was presented as part of 
the programme Masters’ of Science in Hu-
man Rights.  A collaborative relationship 
was developed relating to academic ex-
changes and research collaboration.  Joleen 
also visited Stavangar University, Norway, 
where the possibility of academic pro-
gramme collaboration was discussed.  Op-
portunities for further research collaboration 
were explored.  Presently a research working 
group is under investigation pertaining to 
migration issues.  From Norway, Joleen 
made her way to Makarere University, 
Uganda where the NMMU Alumni East 
Africa was launched.  Joleen met with staff 
members of the Department of Political 
Studies where research on elections in Africa 
will be developed further.  Joleen joined the 
Science Faculty’s Zoology and Botany De-
partment and the International Office in ex-
ploring closer collaboration with our East 

African partner University. 

Dr Kishore Raga, whilst on sabbatical in 
2008, spent time with the Department of 
Political Science at the University of North 
Carolina.  In collaboration with Prof. W. 
Albrecht, Kishore successfully published a 
joint publication with another colleague from 
RMIT International University on Value 
risks and local government pensions.  
Kishore also presented papers at the National 
Social Conference (Las Vegas) and National 
Political Science Conference (University of 
Wilmington, USA).  Finally, a visit during 
October/November to the University of 
Mumbai revealed the huge demands placed 
on academics in India. There is tremendous 

emphasis on international publications as well 
as quality through put rate.  

Kishore excelled in meeting the requirements 
of his sabbatical by researching a further seven 
articles of which five were published in 2008 
and another two were confirmed as publica-
tions for the 2009 academic year.  Kishore also 
presented papers at South African conferences 
in April (Drakensberg) and Durban (May).   

The department wishes to congratulate Kishore 
on his excellent achievement during his sab-
batical year in 2008.   

International Awards 

Congratulations to Ms Joleen Steyn-Kotze on 
receiving the International Award for Excel-
lence in the area of interdisciplinary social 
sciences. Her paper, “An Overdue Appraisal: 
The Need to Rethink Democracy Theory” was 
selected from  the ten highest-ranked papers.  
As the winning author she has been invited to 
present a plenary session at the upcoming 
Fourth International Conference on Interdisci-
plinary Social Sciences to be held at the Uni-
versity of Athens, Greece, from 8 to 11 July 
2009 where she will be formally presented 
with the award.  

Joleen would like to stress the importance of 
the SAAPS colloquia in developing emerging 
researchers.  The winning paper was initially 
presented as research in progress at the 2007 
Colloquium at the University of the Free State.  
The feedback and constructive criticism re-
ceived assisted to develop the paper fully and 
was published in the International Journal of 
Interdisciplinary Social Sciences.   

Research and Publishing Collaboration: 
NMMU and UNISA 

From 12 to 16 January 2008, the NMMU 
hosted The Writing for Publication Project, 
conceptualised by Messrs MS Binza (NMMU) 
and K Phago (UNISA) who both have been 
NRF/Thuthuka Grant Holders since June 2007. 
The two NRF/Thuthuka Grant Holders ac-
knowledged that Public Administration is a 
dynamic and living discipline which ought to 
inform the processes and systems of demo-
cracy,  pub l i c  sec tor  governance 
and                                 ....continue on page 5 

Joleen with Paul Geswindt (Marketing and 
corporate relations), Derek Du Preez (Botany), 
Retief Cilliers (Game farm management), Tris 
Wooldridge (Zoology), Andrew Leitch (Dean:  
Faculty of Science) visiting Jinja (Source of 
the Nile), Uganda.	
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service delivery not for the benefit of the 
intellectuals and scholars as architects and 
pioneers of the discipline, but for the bene-
fit of the peoples of the country  

The talent retention and sharpening of the 
research skills of emerging researchers at 
tertiary institutions is considered as a 
means to provide medium and long-term 
solutions to make Public Administration a 
value-driven, people-centered and thought 
provoking discipline which is more re-
sponsive, responsible and accountable to 
the society.  

With the assistance of the NRF/Thuthuka, 
the NMMU and UNISA, emerging re-
searchers in these departments committed 
themselves to become part of the Writing 
for Publication Project (WPP) stretching 
over a three year period. Each year, star-
ting from 2009, a five day writing retreat 
will be held and facilitated by senior re-
searchers in the fields of Political Science 
and Public Administration.  It is in this 
regard that professors Chris Thornhill 
(University of Pretoria) and Kobus Wes-
sels (UNISA), who are both senior profes-
sors and chief editors of the Journal of 
Public Administration (JOPA) and Politeia 
respectively, were approached to facilitate 
these workshops, fine-tune the papers with 
the participants at the workshop for sub-
mission and publication in special issue 
accredited journals. Papers from the First 
Writing for Publication Workshop (12-16 
January 2009) are to be published in a 
special edition of the Journal of Public 
Administration (44(1.1), February 2009). 
The theme of the special issue is: 
“ Democracy and accelerated public ser-
vice delivery in a developmental context: 
business unusual propositions for the post-
2009 government”.  Articles are as fol-
lows: 

K. Asmah-Andoh - Implementation of 
developmental local government for allevi-

ating poverty and inequality 

B.R. Hanyane - Public transport system in 
promoting access and mobility in the Johan-
nesburg CBD 

E. Draai and D. Taylor - Public participation 
for effective service delivery: a local govern-
ment perspective 

J. Steyn-Kotze - Debating substantive demo-
cracy:  Post-Polokwane political rhetoric 

S.R. Malefane - Structuring South African 
municipalities for effective local economic 
development implementation  

R.S. Masango - Effective public participation: 
an imperative for sustainable democracy and 
effective service delivery  

P.N. Mfene - A service delivery perspective on 
public administration  

M. van Heerden - Promotion of Administrative 
Justice Act 2000: three types of administrative 
actions 

N. Holtzhausen - Organisational trust as a 
prerequisite for whistle blowing  

R. Wessels - Advantages and challenges of 
using the case study method in teaching public 
administration  

S.B. Kahn - Employment of women in the 
South African National Defence Force 1998-
2008 

S. Tsoabisi - Administrative accountability 
within local government sphere  

W. Isaacs-Martin - Facilitating housing deli-
very by inculcating patriotism on citizenry  

L.C. van Jaarsveldt - Building human capacity 
in the public service through public admini-
stration education at UNISA 

F.G. Netswera and K.G. Phago - The relation-
ship between the affordability of basic munici-
pal services and satisfaction: the Soweto com-
munity case study 

T.V. Mayekiso, D. Barnes and V. Makhalane - 
Implementation of poverty alleviation projects: 
experiences of project members in the Chris 
Hani District, Eastern Cape Province  

M.S. Binza and K. Asmah-Andoh - Managing 
municipal services partnership.  

Research Publications 2008 – 2009  

Dr Kishore Raga 

Incorporating a physical environmental ma-
nagement perspective in municipal manage-
ment of potable water supply in collaboration 
with Dr Eric Nealer (NWU) in TD The Journal 
for Transdisciplinary Research in Southern 
Africa, 2008. 

Progress towards legislative transformation?  
A critical assessment of the 1956 and 1998 
water acts regarding municipal water supply in 
collaboration with Dr Eric Nealer (NWU) in  

New Contree, 2008. 

Determining the ethical basis for public sector 
procurement:  The South African local sphere 
government in collaboration with Prof. William 
Albrecht (University of North Carolina) in 
Journal of Public Administration, 2008. 

A physical environmental management per-
spective on municipal water supply:  Proposals 
for Tlokwe City Council in collaboration with 
Dr Eric Nealer (NWU) in the South African 
Association of Public Administration and De-
velopment (SAAPAM) (October 2008: article 
published on CD). 

A value at risk analysis of state and local go-
vernment pension funds in collaboration with 
Profs. William Albrecht (UNCP) and Han-
narong Shamsub (RMIT International Univer-
sity) in National Social Science Journal, 2009.  
Floor crossing and representative democracy:  
An exploration of procedural dilemmas for 
South Africa’s democracy in collaboration with 
Joleen Steyn-Kotze (NMMU), in Politeia, 
2009. 

Transformation of selected local government 
authorities since 1652 in collaboration with 
Israel Tsatsiri and Derek Taylor in New Con-
tree, 2009.   

Dr Derek Taylor 

The role of ward committees and need for pu-
blic participation with reference to local go-
vernment in South Africa.  Journal of Business 
and Management Dynamics (JBMD), Vol 2, 
June 2008. 

Public participation for effective service deli-
very:  a local government perspective.  In col-
laboration with Enaleen Draai (NMMU), Jour-
nal of Public Administration (JOPA), February 
2009. 

Transformation of selected local government 
authorities since 1652, in collaboration with 
Israel Tsatsire, Kishore Raga and Prof. Eric 
Nealer, in New Contree (NWU), 2009. 

Joleen Steyn-Kotze 

Civic Culture and the Botswana Democracy in 
Acta Academica 40(4), 2008. 

An overdue appraisal:  The need to rethink 
democracy theory  in  International Journal of 
Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 3(9), 2008. 

Floor crossing and representative democracy:  
An exploration of procedural dilemmas for 
South Africa’s democracy in collaboration with 
Kishore Raga (NMMU) forthcoming in Politeia 
28(2), 2009.   

Assessing substantive democracy:  Post-
Polokwane political rhetoric in Journal of Pu-
blic Administration 40(1.1), 2009. 
To consolidate or unconsolidate:  A non-
Western appraisal of theory of democratic 

                            ...........continue on page 6 

The following people attended the workshop: 
Front:  Mr K. Phago, Prof. K. Wessels, Prof. C. 
Thornhill, Dr S.Binza 
Second row:  Ms J. Steyn-Kotze, Dr W. Isaacs-
Martin, Ms E. Draai, Mr K. Asmah-Andoh, Ms R. 
Wessels. 
Third row:  Ms L. Van Jaarsveldt, Ms N. Mfene, 
Dr Holtzhausen, Mr Barry Nkgabe 
Last row: Dr Sinval Kahn, Dr. G. Netswera, Mr. 
B. Hanyane, Mr Sello Tsoabisi, Dr Shepherd 
Malefane, Dr Mike van Heerden 
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The International Political Science Association (IPSA) is 
proud to welcome back the South African Association of 
Political Science amongst our active collective members. 
In January, the leadership of Professor Heidi Hudson 
proved to be an asset in reactivating the SAAPS IPSA 
membership. IPSA is dedicated to transform this new 
beginning into a long and lasting collaboration between 
our associations. 

%�(	�'�

The International Political Science Association (IPSA) is proud to co-host its la-
test international conference with the newly formed Luxembourg Political Science 
Association (Luxpol) and the European Governance program at the University of 
Luxembourg. The title of the bilingual conference is “Is There a European Model 
of Governance?” and the general theme is European Governance. This conference 
will take place from March 18 to 20, 2010, and will attempt to answer the ques-
tion: Is There a European Model of Governance? A Comparative Perspective. 
Find out more, submit your panel and/or paper proposal at: 
 http://luxembourg2010.org/ 

  ....continue from page 5 

consolidation - Conference 
paper forthcoming at the 
World Congress of Political 
Science, Santiago, Chile, 
July 2009.  

Book Chapters 

Citizenship counselling, 
democratic life and diver-
sity management (2009) in 
Mpofu, E. (ed).  Counseling 
people of African Ancestry.  
Cambridge University 
Press.  A collaboration with 
Theodore Stephen Petrus. 

Conflict resolution and 
mediation (2009) in Mpofu, 
E. (ed).  Counseling people 
of African Ancestry.  Cam-
bridge University Press.  In 
collaboration with Gerrie 
Swart (University of Stel-
lenbosch). 

Book Reviews 

LARS BUUR AND HE-
LENA MARIA KYED 
(eds) (2007) State recogni-
tion and democratization in 
sub-Saharan Africa:  A new 
dawn for traditional authori-
ties? (New York:  Palgrave 
Macmillan) ISBN 978-0-230
-60033-1 Politikon 35(2).   

K. MATLOSA, J. ELK-
LIT AND B. CHIRORO 
(eds) (2007) Challenges of 
conflict, democracy and 
development in Africa. Jo-
hannesburg:  EISA.  ISBN:  
978-1-920095-64-2  Politeia  
37(3). 

B. PHAREK (2007) Re-
thinking multiculturalism:  
Cultural diversity and politi-
cal theory 2nd edition. New 
York:  Palgrave Macmillan. 
ISBN: 1-4039-4453-9   
Theoria. 
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The 2009 World Congress of Political Science: Global Discontent? Dilemmas of Change will 
be held July 12-16,  2009 in Santiago, Chile. You can register to assist at: 
http://secure.santiago2009.org/. 
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Subscribe now to the IPSA Newsletter 

Subscribe totally free to the latest news in 

international political science, monthly. Visit 

www.ipsa.org 

On 25 May 2009, the Centre for Africa 
Studies (CAS) hosted the Annual       
Africa Day Memorial Lecture on the 
topic “Is Africa Ready for Democ-
racy?”. Prof. Achille Mbembe, Re-
search Professor in History and Poli-
tics at WISER (University of the Wit-
watersrand), was the keynote speaker. 
A record number of 154 people at-
tended the event. This is but one of 
many future academic seminars and 
public events planned on African dy-
namics and the state of Africa Studies 
in the continent and elsewhere.   

Heidi Hudson attended the 50th Inter-
national Studies Association (ISA) 
Annual Convention in New York, 15-
18 February 2009, and read a paper 
entitled “When Feminist Theory meets 
Peace Building Policy: Implications of 
Gender Mainstreaming and National 
Action Plans”.  
She will attend the joint ABRI-ISA 
conference in Rio de Janeiro from 22-
24 July 2009 and present a paper on 
“Foreign Policy, Xenophobia and the 
case of South African Exceptiona-
lism”.  
 

Her article, “Peacebuilding through a 
Gender Lens and the Challenges of 
Implementation in Rwanda and Côte 
d’Ivoire” was published in Security 
Studies 18(2):287-318. She will also 
present her findings at a DefenceWeb 
Peacekeeping Africa 2009 conference 
in Midrand in June 2009.  
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From left to right:  Prof. Osman (Director of CAS), Mr Sam Mooi (imbongi),  
Prof. Verschoor (acting vice chancellor), Prof. Mbembe, Prof. Botes (Dean: Humanities). 



DEPARTMENT OF  
POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Theo Neethling, previously from 
Stellenbosch University's Fa-
culty of Military Science, joined 
the Department as Professor and 
Chair. 

 
Mr Alexander Chou, a foreign 
officer from the Taipei Liaison 
Office in Johannesburg, ad-
dressed members and postgra-
duate students of the department 
on 20 May. Mr Chou, who holds 
a Masters degree in Sino-
American relations, reflected on 
Taiwan's modern history as well 

as contemporary affairs with 
reference to the country's eco-
nomy, politics and relations with 
mainland China. 

 

The following publications from 
members of the department ap-
p e a r e d  r e c e n t l y : 
Theo Neethling. Olie, Afrika, 
China en die VSA: 'n nuwe era 
met nuwe uitdagings. ("Oil,       
Africa, China and the USA: A 
new era with new challenges"). 
Woord en Daad/Word and Ac-
tion, Summer 2008.  

 

Theo Neethling. Whither peace-
keeping in Africa: Revisiting the 
evolving role of the United Na-
tions. African Security Review, 
vol.8, no.1, 2009. 

 

Elections 
 

Prof. Constanze Bauer has been 
quite busy during the 2009 elec-
tions. She served as political 
analyst for the 2009 national 
elections on SABC 2 for the Free 
State region and offered political 
analysis on Radio Sonder Grense 
(RSG) on 28 February 2009 

regarding the election manifesto 
of the FF-Plus Party. On 11 
March 2009, she facilitated the 
Volksblad-sponsored election 
debate "Is dit die begin van 'n 
nuwe politieke era?/ Is this the 
start of a new political era? held at 
the CR Swart Auditorium, Uni-
versity of the Free State. Her arti-
cle entitled “Public participation 
and the lack of service delivery 
before and after the 2006 local 
government elections in the Free 
State” was recently published in 
Politeia 28(1) 2009. 
 

Political Science Students 
Elected for USA Language Pro-
gramme 

Two postgraduate students from 
the Department of Political Sci-
ence were selected to participate 
in an English Language Study 
Programme in the USA.  

Mr Tshaba Tjemolane (Master’s 
student) and Mr Letsema Tsha-
balala (Honours student) were 
elected from applicants from 
throughout the African continent 

to be part of a group of 25 stu-
dents to participate in the Pro-
gramme. 

The Programme selects students 
from “… disadvantaged sectors 
demonstrating the potential to 
become student leaders to enroll 
in an extensive English language 
study program in the US”. Stu-
dents are elected on the basis of 
demonstrated leadership through 
academic work, community in-
volvement and extracurricular 
activities. 

The Programme aims to provide 
foreign students with exposure to 
the US society, culture and values. 
Participants also get the opportu-
nity to increase their English lan-
guage skills in reading, writing 
and communication. 

Mr Tjemolane shall be placed at 
Syracuse University in New York 
and Mr Tshabalala at the Univer-
sity of Arizona. The Programme 
will last from 17 June to 21 Au-
gust 2009. 
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PROGRAMME  FOR 
GOVERNANCE AND 
POLITICAL TRANS-

FORMATION 

Classes for the Programme in 
Governance and Political Trans-
formation in the Faculty of the 
Humanities commenced on 19 
January 2009 on the main cam-
pus of the University of the Free 
State (UFS). The opening ad-
dress was delivered by Mr 
Thabo Motsohi, Director in the 
Department of Tourism, Eco-
nomic and Environmental Af-
fairs in the Free State. The topic 
of his address was: “Catalytic 
effects of the tourism industry 
for transformation of the provin-
cial economy”. 
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AIM OF THE QUALIFICA-
TION 

The advancement of political 
expertise (political literacy and 
academic skills) and the deve-
lopment of political manage-
ment orientated skills (such as 
political environment analysis, 
political risk assessment, sce-
nario development, policy analy-
sis, political conflict analysis 
and management) in an environ-

m e n t  o f  r a p i d  c h a n g e 
(transformation) in order to com-
ply with the needs in terms of: 
institutional capacity building, 
leadership development, policy 
development and the promotion of 
a value system which comple-
ments good governance and forms 
the basis of democratic govern-
ment. 

MODULES PRESENTED IN 
THE POSTGRADUATE DI-
PLOMA  

FIRST SEMESTER The political 
environment; Political transforma-
tion and management; Public 
financial management; Global 
governance; Comparative analy-
sis; Political management com-
munication; Political economy 
and agriculture. 

SECOND SEMESTER 

Co-operative government; Politi-
cal change management; Political 
conflict management, Public hu-
man resource management; Local 
and corporate governance; SA 
governance and political transfor-
mation; Community Service 
Learning (Selected students only). 

During November 2008, I had 
the privilege of enjoying the 
company of the third year 

Research Seminar 
The Programme in Governance 
and Political Transformation will 
be hosting a Research Seminar 
for postgraduate students busy 
with their Research Proposals 
and Mini-dissertations. The 
Seminar will be held on 29 & 30 
July 2009 in the C.R. Swart 
Auditorium on the campus of the 
University of the Free State. For 
more information call (051) 401 
2628 / 2271 / 9308 or e-mail 
governance.hum@ufs.ac.za    

students in the BA Governance 
and Political Transformation 
Degree celebrating the comple-
tion and success of the Commu-
nity Service Learning module 
SDL 322 offered during the se-
cond semester.   

About 15 students participated in 
the undergraduate module. Each 
group of five students visited a 
different community where they 
held workshops engaging with 
the community and the ward 
committee members.   

Three facilitators accompanied 
the students to the communities.  
The community service learning 
module will be compulsory for 
all students in the BA programme 
from 2009.  T. Coetzee	


