
What do a bunch of academics, 
a series of wild outbursts and 
gallons of coffee have in com-
mon?  It’s the 2008 Biennial 
Conference of the South African 
Association of Political Studies 
(SAAPS) hosted by the UJ De-
partment of Politics! 
 

Held at the Kopanong Hotel and 
Conference Centre in Benoni, 
the conference spanned three 
days from 3rd to 5th September 
and was attended by 120 aca-
demics, ambassadors and re-
searchers.  Universities and 
research institutions from all 
across South Africa sent dele-
gates and we were pleased to 
welcome several international 
colleagues from Canada, Den-
mark, Germany, Italy, Lesotho, 
Nigeria and Turkey. 

 

The UJ organising committee 
(Ms Vicky and Ms Suzy Gra-
ham, Prof. Yolanda Sadie and 
Mr Costa Georghiou) endured 
ten months of sleepless nights, 
chewed knuckles, ulcers, manic 
laughter and creased brows 
worrying their way through the 
preparations for the conference. 
The result? (……nervous antici-
pation…) A resounding suc-
cess!! 

Prof. Kwesi Kwaa Prah, Direc-
tor of the Centre for Advanced 
Studies of African Society 
(CASAS), gave the keynote 
address on “African leadership 
and the Challenges of African 
Integration”.  Two very interest-
ing plenary sessions took place 
during the conference: the Poli-
tics plenary on the state of de-
mocracy in South Africa and the 
IR plenary on rethinking interna-
tional relations.  Lively discus-
sion ensued particularly on the 
state of the IR discipline itself 
with some colleagues calling for 
greater emphasis on social as-
pects of society and others pro-
moting the idea of an African 
school of thought in IR.   

 

The gala dinner on the first night 
was a rather glamorous affair 
with Prof. Sadie waltzing around 
the tables at 23h00!!  Thank you 
to Mr Georghiou’s rocking jazz 
band “Off Key” for entertaining 
everyone that evening.  Who 
said academics were boring? 

 

The following awards were 
handed out during the gala din-
ner:  Best SAAPS student, 
which was awarded to Marius 

Redelinghuys from the Univer-
sity of Pretoria; the best paper 
presented at the conference in 
the category of third year, Ho-
nours or Masters was awarded 
to Melissa Meyer from the Uni-
versity of Johannesburg (the 
runner up here was Fritz Nganje 
from North West University); 
the best paper submitted for 
presentation at the conference in 
the category of PhD research 
went to Mr Motlamelle Kapa 
from Rhodes University. 

 

The key to a successful confe-
rence?  A wonderful location 
(cue the ducks and waterfalls), 
outstanding food and accommo-
dation, endless enthusiasm and 
enough corporate gifts to keep 
everyone happy! 

 

 

SAAPS CONFERENCE SAAPS CONFERENCE SAAPS CONFERENCE SAAPS CONFERENCE 

Dr Thomas Mandrup (RDDC), Prof. 
Anton du Plessis (UP), Ms Suzy Graham 
(UJ) and Prof. Deon Geldenhuys (UJ) at 
the gala dinner. 
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Colleagues,  

In this edition you can once again 
read more about the ‘goings on’ in 
the various academic departments 
across South Africa. Thank you to 
all of you who continue to contri-
bute news despite hectic sche-
dules. 

The very capable team at UJ has 
ensured that SAAPS members and 
other participants were treated to a 
stimulating, productive and hugely 
enjoyable conference at Kopanong 
Hotel and Conference Centre in 
Benoni. UJ you rock! 
 

With the new SAAPS council now 
in place for the next two years, we 
are looking forward to a number 
of new initiatives in 2009 and an 
equally good conference in Stel-
lenbosch in 2010. We will keep 
you informed as things develop.  
 

With this last issue of the SAAPS 
Newsletter for 2008, I wish you 
all a peaceful festive season and a 
well-deserved break!  

Prof. John Daniel (SIT), Prof. Dirk Kotzé 

(Unisa) and Prof. Anthoni van Nieuwkerk 

(Wits). 

Mr Gerhard Wolmarans (UP) and Dr 

Joelien Pretorius (UWC). 

The closing lunch – UJ’s student 

delegation. 
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Ms Suzy Graham has been 
appointed as a permanent 
lecturer at the Politics De-
partment from November 
this year.  It appears that 
the gender imbalance at 
the department is slowly 
being corrected!  The Poli-
tics department also wel-
comes Prof. Lawrence Ha-
milton, previously from the 
School of Politics at UKZN, 
to the department next 
year.   

 

Prof. Venter (who is taking 
over as Chair of the depart-
ment when Prof. Fourie 
leaves) has been extremely 
busy this year.  He, along 
with two colleagues, are 
preparing 1500 further 
terms to add to their excep-
tional political science glos-
sary for publication in 
2009.  Prof. Venter at-
tended the annual confe-
rence of the Australasian 
Political Science Associa-
tion in Brisbane from 5-8 
July 2008 and presented a 
paper on electoral reform 
in SA.  Prof. Venter also 
published an article on the 
political persuasions of JFJ 
“Hans” van Rensburg in 
Die Tydskrif vir Gees-

teswetenskappe .  

 

Prof. Fourie presented a 
paper at the IPSA RC 25 
meeting in Cape Town and 
will present another paper 
at a Munk Institute confe-
rence to be held in Stellen-
bosch at the end of Novem-
ber.  Prof. Fourie went to 
Dublin in April this year to 
contribute to a Joint Learn-
ing Initiative on Children 
and AIDS (JLICA) workshop 

and is nearing completion 
of a book on global health 
issues which he is co-
editing with Prof. Sandra 
Maclean of McGill Univer-
sity in Canada.   
 

Prof. Deon Geldenhuys vi-
sited the convenors of The 
Consortium for Compara-
tive Research on Regional 
Integration and Social Co-
hesion (RISC) in Luxem-
bourg in July.  He will be 
reading a paper at their 
conference in November  
this year.  The UJ Dept. of 
Politics will be an affiliate of 
the RISC in the near future. 
 

Prof. Yolanda Sadie and her 
colleague from the Univer-
sity of Pretoria, Prof. Maxi 
Schoeman, surveyed 
around 1000 students at 
the universities of Lubum-
bashi (DRC), University of 
Pretoria, and the National 
University of Lesotho as 
part of their project on the 
political attitudes and be-
haviour of university stu-
dents in the SADC region.  
They have been invited to 
present their Congolese 
results to staff and stu-
dents in Kinshasa in June 
2009.  Prof. Sadie also pre-
sented a paper at an IPSA 
conference in Montreal, 
Canada in May this year. 
 

Prof. Gerrit Olivier was ap-
pointed as Commissioner of 
the South African Broad-
casting Complaints Com-
mission (BCCSA).  He also 
presented papers at a GAR-
NET conference hosted by 
Po University, Bordeaux, 
France on African regional 
integration and at the Uni-
versity of Aalborg, Den-

mark.  Prof. Olivier also vi-
sited Belarus and Russia, 
participated at a confe-
rence on the European  
Union at Canterbury Univer-
sity, New Zealand, and was 
a visiting professor at the 
United Nations University 
Centre for Regional Integra-
tion (UICRIS) in Bruge, Bel-
gium. 
 

Dr Piet Croucamp pre-
sented a paper on com-
parative health policy enti-
tled “No Easy Ride: Truck-
ing Against Aids” at the 
OSSREA Conference held in 
Cape Town in March 2008.  
In keeping with his ‘health’ 
theme, Dr Croucamp also 
completed research on 
HIV/Aids awareness in 
Road Construction for the 
South African National 
Road Agency where he was 
responsible for question-
naire design and data ma-
nagement and  published 
an article in Die Tydskrif vir 
Geesteswetenskappe. 

 

Mr Costa Georghiou re-
viewed a postgraduate 
methodology course outline 
for the University of the 
Free State.  His jazz band, 
Off Key, performed at the 
SAAPS conference and 
many other venues inclu-
ding a percussion workshop 
at UNISA.  He also pu-
blished a couple of poems 
earlier this year. 
 

Ms Suzy Graham published 
a chapter on female terro-
rism in Africa and South 
America in a book called 
African Politics and an arti-
cle entitled “Gold Star or 
Bottom of the class: Is SA a 
good international citizen?” 
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in the SA Journal of Interna-
tional Affairs. Ms Vicky Gra-
ham published an article 
“Deconstructing ‘quiet diplo-
macy’: Pinning down the 
elusive concept” in the Jour-
nal for Contemporary His-

tory.  

 

SEMINARSSEMINARSSEMINARSSEMINARS    
    

The Politics department, 
together with the Institute of 
Security Studies, held a well
-attended and stimulating 
seminar entitled  “To Spy or 
not to Spy: Intelligence and 
Democracy in South Africa” 
earlier this year. The panel 
included Zola Ngcakani 
(Inspector General for Intel-
ligence); Barry Gilder 
(former coordinator for intel-
ligence NICOC), and Lauren 
Hutton (researcher at the 
ISS).  
 

Associate Professor of Politi-
cal Science at the University 
of Maryland in the US, Tho-
mas F. Schaller, presented 
an interesting account of 
the American electoral race 
at our third departmental 
seminar.  Our fourth semi-
nar was a discussion on 
party dominance and politi-
cal corruption in Kenya, 
presented by Dr Oscar 
Mwangi, Head of the De-
partment of Political and 
Administrative Studies at 
the National University of 
Lesotho.  Mr Jonathan 
Smallridge, an officer at the 
US Consulate in Pretoria, 
engaged in a lively debate 
with the PTS3B class on 
American foreign policy and 
America’s attitude towards 
Africa in October this year. 



gramme presented to senior 
DFA officials. The pro-
gramme started in August and 
will run for two years. It is a 
course-work degree and can-
didates attend lectures and 
seminars on a full-time basis 

The Department of Political 
Sciences at UP recently ap-
pointed two new staff mem-
bers: Prof. Sandy Africa and 
Dr Yolanda Spies. Dr Spies 
will serve as programme ma-
nager for the MDip pro-

Publications 
 

Theo Neethling. Establishing 
AFRICOM: Pressing questions, 
political concerns and future 
prospects. Scientia Militaria: 
South African Journal of Military 
Studies, vol 36, no 1, 2008. 
 

Ian Liebenberg.  Small Wars in 
far away lands: Three incidences 
in Angola’s ‘second war of li-
beration’.  In: Potgieter, T., Ester-
huyse, A. and Liebenberg, I. 
(eds). Regions, Regional Organi-
sations and Military Power: Pro-
ceedings of the XXXIIIst Interna-
tional Congress of Military His-
tory, 12 - 17 August 2007, pp 63-
80. (Published August 2008.) 
 

Res ea r ch  p a p e rs       
delivered 
 

Benjamin Mokoena.  “Conflict 
and peace in Burundi: An interna-
tional political economy perspec-
tive”.  Seminar paper delivered to 
the SA Army Vision 2020 Project 

Team at the SA Army College, 
29 August 2008. 

 

Benjamin Mokoena.  “The curse 
of oil and the coming conflict in 
sub-Saharan Africa”.  Paper de-
livered at a Military Academy 
conference, Strategic challenges 
for African Armed Forces for the 
next decade, Saldanha, 16-18 
September 2008. 

 

Theo Neethling.  “Pursuing sus-
tainable peace through post-
conflict peace building: The case 
of Sierra Leone”.  Paper deliv-
ered at the 11th Conference of 
Africanists, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Moscow, 22-24 May 
2008. 
 

Theo Neethling.  “Contemporary 
African peacekeeping challenges 
in political-military context”.  
Paper delivered at the SA Ar-
mour Symposium 2008, Cape 
Town, 16 September 2008. 
 

Ian Liebenberg.  “Afrikaner na-

tionalism, tertiary military edu-
cation and civil discontent: Stu-
dent attitudes at an Afrikaans 
university from apartheid’s be-
ginnings to the end of the Ango-
lan War, 1950 to 1989”.  Paper 
delivered at the XXXIVth Con-
ference of the International 
Commission for Military His-
tory, Trieste, Italy, 31 August -  
5 September 2008. 

 

Other recent projects 
 

Theo Neethling was involved as 
a guest lecturer in a workshop 
for senior officer students from 
the Netherlands Advanced De-
fence College in The Hague 
during a visit to Stellenbosch 
University on 14 May 2008.  His 
lecture focused on current 
peacekeeping challenges in  
Africa and the quest for sustain-
able peace and development on 
the continent. 

Ian Liebenberg was involved in 
the organising of an Interna-
tional Conference on Maritime 
Security in Southern Africa 

Faculty of Military Science (Military Academy)Faculty of Military Science (Military Academy)  
Stellenbosch UniversityStellenbosch University    

In addition to their normal lecturing responsibilities members of the Department of Political 
Science recorded the following research-related activities: 

Page 3        Newsletter, November 2008Newsletter, November 2008Newsletter, November 2008Newsletter, November 2008    

which took place in Stellenbosch 
on 22-23 August 2008.  The 
conference focused on the pro-
tection of seaways and coast 
lines through the use of optimal 
resources and regional co-
operation in Southern Africa. 

Ian Liebenberg acted as working 
group convener for a panel on 
Political Sociology and the Soci-
ology of Law, South African 
Sociological Association Confe-
rence, 7 - 10 July 2008. 

 

Ian Liebenberg delivered a guest 
lecture at the Friends of the 
Smuts Museum Society, 17 
April, Irene, Pretoria on ‘Jan 
Smuts: A guerrilla and the holis-
tic experience’. 
 

Book review 
 

Review by Ian Liebenberg. Gen-
nady Shubin, The oral histories 
of forgotten wars. Scientia Mili-
taria: South African Journal of 
Military Studies, vol 36, no 1, 
2008. 

Prof. Laurence Piper has ac-
cepted an appointment as Profes-
sor in the Department of Political 
Studies at UWC and takes up his 
position on 1 January 2009.  He 
was formerly from UKZN.  

during bloc periods, after 
which they will commence 
with their mini-dissertations.  
The Department is part of an 
international consortium of 
universities, with Edinburg 
as lead partner, that has been 
awarded research funding 
under the EU Framework 7 
programme and our contribu-
tion to the project is to re-
search and report on various 
aspects of African security 

and trade issues. Maxi Schoe-
man heads the local contin-
gent, supported by staff 
members, Dr Brendan Vick-
ers (IGD) and Dr Lorenzo 
Fioramonti (post-doc in the 
Department). Prof Marie 
Muller has returned to the 
Department after having 
served two terms as Dean of 
the Faculty of Humanities at 
UP. 
 



of Toledo, Bancroft, in the USA together 
with a group of 15 teachers and social 
scientists visited the Bloemfontein and 
Qwaqwa campuses of the Free State in 
July 2008.  These young academics from 
all across the United States were hand-
picked to participate in the Fulbright 
programme for creating awareness of 
the political, educational, and socio-
economic problems in developing coun-
tries.  The Department of Political Sci-
ence hosted a one-day workshop with 
several experts on issues ranging from 
politics in the Free State, Lesotho-Free 
State relations, cultural and educational 
issues and challenges in the Free State.   

The Deputy Speaker of the House of 
Commons in the United Kingdom, Sir 
Alan Hazelhurst, paid a visit to the de-
partment on 10 September and spoke to 
our senior students and staff on public 
participation in governance and the man-
ner in which parliaments communicate 
with the public.  The presentation was 
followed by a lively discussion with all of 
those in attendance. 
 

Ave atque vale!Ave atque vale!Ave atque vale!Ave atque vale!    
 

Prof. Hudson will be leaving the Depart-
ment of Political Science at the end of 
the year to take up a new position at the 
recently established Centre for Africa 
Studies (CAS) at the Free State Univer-
sity.  The academic programme of the 
centre has been designed to incorporate 
dimensions of knowledge from diverse 
disciplines to contribute to an advanced 
study of Africa, its people and institu-
tions.  Prof. Hudson’s expertise in Inter-
national Relations and Security Studies 
will add a political perspective to the 
work of the Centre.  The Department 
foresees that there will be close co-
operation between the Centre and the 
Department to our mutual benefit.  Our 
very best wishes accompany her with her 
new position in a demanding but exiting 
new work environment.  

Foreign Visitors to the Depart-Foreign Visitors to the Depart-Foreign Visitors to the Depart-Foreign Visitors to the Depart-
mentmentmentment    

 

Fulbright scholar and professor in Political 
Science, Dick Weisfelder, from the University 
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We are pleased to announce that the spe-
cial Political Science edition of  The Journal 
for Contemporary History, 33(2) of Septem-
ber 2008 will be published in the next few 
weeks.  Eight out of the nine peer-reviewed 
contributions were selected from the papers 
presented at the 2007 SAAPS Colloquium 
held in Bloemfontein (26 — 27 September).  
This special issue was guest-edited by Prof. 
Heidi Hudson. 
    

The following members of staff contributed 
to this publication:   

Ms Angelique Harsant and Mr Willem Ellis 
with an article entitled:  “One size does not 
fit all:  A rethink of international law mecha-
nisms in the case of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army in Uganda”. 

Mr Albert Schoeman published “‘Problems 
without passports’:  Investigating failed 
states as a global terrorist threat” in the 
special issue. 
 

Other publications of the Department in-
clude:   

Smiles, J. A. 2008.  The root causes of the 
Darfur conflict. Journal for Contemporary 
History, 33(1), June, pp. 59-69. 

Wessels, D.P. 2008.  Die afdanking van 
adjunkpresident Jacob Zuma:  ‘n sage in 
politieke kommunikasie (Deel 3).  Journal 
for Contemporary History, 33(3), December. 
 

ConferencesConferencesConferencesConferences    
 

Prof. Heidi Hudson presented a paper at the 
49th International Studies Association (ISA) 
Annual Convention in San Francisco, 26-29 
March 2008, entitled “Feminist Analysis at 
the Intersection of Security Studies and 
Peace Studies”. 

Mr Albert Schoeman delivered a paper enti-
tled “The Dilemma of the Failed State The-
sis in the Post 9/11 World Affairs” at the 

SAAPS Conference hosted by the University 
of Johannesburg from 3 - 5 September 
2008.  (This paper has been accepted for 
publication in Koers, a journal of the Univer-
sity of North West.) 

 

Ms Angelique Harsant attended a confe-
rence on “Penal Reform, Restorative Justice 
and Human Rights” at Murdoch University, 
Perth, Australia, from 2-4 October 2008, 
where she presented a paper on “Ugandan 
Amnesty Act: Transitional Justice Tool or 
Obstruction of International Law?”  

Prof. Heidi Hudson completed a three-month 
certificate course (July to September)  on Peace 
and Conflict Studies as part of her Rotary scholar-
ship this year. 

Pictured with her is the President of Chulalong-
korn University, Bangkok, Thailand – Prof.  Piron 
Kamolratanakul, M.D. - who presented the certifi-
cates to the Rotary fellows. 

In addition to the usual publica-
tions and journal articles we 
are very pleased to report a 
monograph by Dr Leonhard 
Praeg: Teaching the Difference: 
The student/lecturer relation-
ship in the changing world of 
higher education (VDM Verlag, 
Saarbruecken, 2008) and an 
edited book by Peter Vale and 

Gary Baines: Beyond the Bor-
der War: New Perspectives on 
Southern Africa’s late Cold War 
Conflicts (2008) Pretoria: 
UNISA Press, 333pp. 
 

Our Master’s student, Ashwin 
Pienaar, is in Israel and Pale-
stine as part of the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme. 
The Programme seeks to sup-

port local and international 
efforts to bring a resolution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
with a just peace, based on 
international law and relevant 
United Nations resolutions. 
 

We were delighted that our 
Phd candidate, Motlamelle 
Kapa, was judged best emer-
ging scholar at the Biennial 
Conference of the South Afri-
can Association of Political 
Studies (SAAPS) for his paper 

RHODES UNIVERSITYRHODES UNIVERSITYRHODES UNIVERSITYRHODES UNIVERSITYRHODES UNIVERSITYRHODES UNIVERSITYRHODES UNIVERSITYRHODES UNIVERSITY        “The Politics of Coalition Forma-
tion and Democracy in Leso-
tho”.  
 

The Department hosted its fifth 
annual ‘teach-in’. The intention 
of the annual teach-in is to 
bring to the attention of not only 
our own students but the uni-
versity community, major issues 
of public policy which, in our 
judgment,  have   critical  conse- 
quences for people's lives now, 
and   especially   in   the  future.  



Prof. Amanda Gouws, Head of 
the Department of Political Sci-
ence at the University of Stellen-
bosch, has been teaching at So-
dertorns Hogskola in Stockholm 
as part of a Linneaus-Palme ex-

change for the month of Octo-
ber 2008.  She has also given a 
seminar at Roskilde University 
in Denmark and another semi-
nar at Uppsala University in 
Sweden. 

The Gandhi - Luthuli Peace Chair in the 
School of Politics (College of Humanities) at 
UKZN, was formally launched in September 
2008.  
  
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof. Male-
gapuru Makgoba, officially inaugurated the 
Chair together with the High Commissioner 
of India in South Africa, Mr Rajiv Kumar 
Bhatia; ANC President, Mr Jacob Zuma; the 
Minister of State for External Affairs in the 
Government of India, Mr Anand Sharma 
Bhatia; and the Consul General of India, Mr 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla. 
The inaugural Chair incumbent is Prof. John 

Moolakkattu whose task over the next year 
is to design a Master’s Programme in 
Peace Studies for the disciplines of Inter-
national Relations, Law, Social Work, De-
velopment Studies and Education. 
Through the philosophies of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Chief Albert Luthuli, the Chair 
seeks to engage on issues of human 
rights, conflict resolution, history and mo-
rality in civil society.  In welcoming the 
1500 guests present, Prof. Makgoba ex-
plained that the Chair’s inception was the 
result of a Memorandum of Understanding 
signed between UKZN and the Indian 
Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) in Sep-

One of Prof. Stoker's recent books 
is titled, Why Politics Matters. 
Making Democracy Work and was 
awarded the Political Science 
Association book of the year 2006 
in the UK.  Prof. Stoker is also the 
author of numerous publications 
in Political Science including a 
forthcoming book titled, Gover-
nance.  Theory and Practice.  
Two of Stoker's seminars deliv-
ered in the Department of Politi-
cal Sciences were based on his 

book, Why Politics Matters.  
Making Democracy Work. Addi-
tional  seminars were delivered on 
teaching political science and 
experimental methods in the field 
of study. 
 
Prof. Stoker's visit is likely to 
result in further contacts with 
academic colleagues and future 
joint projects. 
 
 

University of KwaZuluUniversity of KwaZulu--NatalNatal  

The Department of Political Sci-
ences at Unisa was host in Septem-
ber 2008 to Gerry Stoker, Profes-
sor of Politics and Governance, 
Centre for Citizenship and Demo-
cracy, University of Southampton, 
United Kingdom (UK).  Prof. 
Stoker is also a Professorial Fellow 
of the Economic and Social Re-
search Council of the UK.  Prof. 
Stoker visited Unisa under the 
auspices of Unisa's International 
Fellowship Programme. 
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sciences, Islamic political theory, 
environmentalism and political 
theory, and international relations 
theory and the war on terror. 
  
Our student numbers have signifi-
cantly grown from 76 first-year 
students in 2007 to a total of 117 
first year students in 2008.  We 
hope to continue on this positive 
trend.  This was the first year the 
new B.A. Hons (Political Sci-
ences) started, and we are thrillled 
that in our first year, our pro-

gramme has four students, of 
which two are international stu-
dents.  We will also be establish-
ing a link with Hibo University, 
Norway, between our Master's in 
South African Politics and Politi-
cal Economy and their Masters in 
Multiculturalism and Human 
Rights.  Joleen Steyn-Kotze will 
embark on a visit next year and 
spend two weeks teaching in their 
programme, while Prof. Peter 
Lars Soltvedt will visit the 
NMMU in February 2009 to teach 

This year was the first year that 
the entire Political Sciences 
grouping attended the SAAPS 
conference.  We presented five 
papers, and one of the papers 
was presented by third-year 
political science study, Ms 
Daniella Kirkby.  We would like 
to congratulate her on a very 
good attempt in dealing with the 
difficult topic of political the-
ory.  Papers presented focused 
on topics like discourse analysis 
as a new approach to political 

in our Master's 
programme. 
 

 Congratulations to 
Wendy Isaacs-Martin on being 
awarded her PhD from UCT.  
Her treatise focussed on "A 
violent origin:  A Girardian 
analysis of the scapegoating of 
the Ali ibn Abu Talib in the 
Shi'ite tradition". 

We wish all our colleagues a 
peaceful and blessed holiday 
season and look forward to 
greater strides in developing our 
discipline next year. 
  

.........continues from page 4 
 
This year’s theme was “Power, Energy and Society: the Challenges”. The teach-in was 
opened by Minister of Public Enterprises, Alec Erwin, and co-hosted by our colleagues in 
the Department of Physics. 

tember 2007.  He said the Chair would 
foster non-violence and peace through 
teaching.  “This (launch) is a defining mo-
ment in the history of KwaZulu-Natal and 
South Africa. Both Mahatma Gandhi and 
Chief Albert Luthuli were two great men 
who changed the face of South Africa and 
the world.”  Prof. Makgoba said he believed 
the Humanities, through programmes intro-
duced by the Gandhi-Luthuli Peace Chair, 
played a crucial role in nation building 
which remained a major challenge in post-
apartheid South Africa. 
Mr Zuma congratulated UKZN for taking 
the lead in promoting Peace Studies 
through the establishment of the Peace 
Chair.  He said what was important for him 
was the Chair’s role in researching South 
Africa’s freedom struggle and undertaking 
research aimed at achieving peace on the 
continent. 
  
Source :  Neesha Maharaj - UKZN College 
of Humanities Newsletter and School of 
Politics, UKZN.... 


